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Welcome to the:  Orthopaedic Opinion Online Website  
 The website for the answer to all your Orthopaedic Questions 

 

 Orthopaedic Opinion Online is a website designed to provide information to patients who have 

orthopaedic and musculoskeletal problems and are undergoing treatment.  

 Patient information is provided in the form of downloadable information sheets.  

 Orthopaedic advice and second opinions can be provided by our expert internationally renowned Consultant 

Orthopaedic Surgeons.  

 Online review of patients’ X rays or MRI scans can also be provided and any proposed treatment plans 

reviewed.  

 Book a clinical consultation with one of our internationally renowned consultant orthopaedic surgeons in 

Bristol or London. 

 Orthopaedic reports can be provided for Injury or Accident Claims and Medical Negligence claims. 

 

This Patient Information Sheet is provided by Orthopaedic Opinion Online 

Introducing Arthritis 
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Introducing Arthritis 

 
Key words: Hip arthritis, hip joint, hip pain, hip replacement, hip arthroplasty, osteoarthritis, knee arthritis, knee joint, 

knee arthroplasty, knee joint replacement  

 

Link:  http://www.arc.org.uk/arthinfo/patpubs/6020/6020.asp 

 

Summary  

This booklet is designed to give you some helpful information about arthritis and other joint problems, 

and how the Arthritis Research Campaign (ARC) is fighting them.  

 

Arthritis and rheumatism – is there a difference?  

'Arthritis' is a term used by doctors to describe inflammation within a joint – as in rheumatoid arthritis, 

for example.  The term comes from the Greek 'arthros', meaning joint, and 'itis', meaning inflammation. 

'Rheumatism' is a more general term which is used to describe aches and pains in or around the joints. 

Because there are many possible causes of these pains doctors do not often use the term 'rheumatism' 

and will usually refer to these problems either by a specific diagnosis (e.g. 'rheumatoid arthritis', 'gout') 

or according to the part of the body affected (e.g. 'low back pain' or 'knee pain').  Doctors sometimes use 

the terms 'musculoskeletal conditions' or 'the rheumatic diseases' to refer to a whole range of conditions 

which affect the joints. 

 

 
Disclaimer: The views expressed in this article are not necessarily those of Orthopaedic Opinion Online or the author. The information is 

provided for general background reading only and should not be relied upon for treatment. Advice should always be taken from a registered 

medical practitioner for individual circumstances and for treatment of any patient in any circumstances.  No liability is accepted by 

Orthopaedic Opinion Online, or the author in respect to the information provided in respect of the content or omission or for any reason or 

as a result of treatment in individual circumstances. This information is not for use in the USA. 

 

 


